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big, big celebration

This month it is not 

just our National Day 

or “Hari Merdeka” that 

we are celebrating. It 

is our 50th year of na-

tionhood. So you can 

expect an awesome 

celebration. 

August 31 is our National Day. Since it 

is a very meaningful and significant day, 

you will see the culmination of all the 

events that have been organised since 

the beginning of the year. Remember   

this year is also Visit Malaysia Year.

On the eve of the big day, there’ll be 

more than fireworks to celebrate this 

day in history for Malaysians.

It has been said many times, but I dare 

say it again, that since becoming an in-

dependent sovereign State, the country 

has charted remarkable progress.

You see it and you feel it.

So come join the celebration and have 

loads of fun. Enjoy!

Before I forget, I’d like to draw your 

attention to a titillating event that will 

take place over three weeks from Aug 10 

to 26 in Kuala Lumpur, Petaling Jaya and 

Subang Jaya.

It has got to do with what Malaysians 

love best. Yes,  you’ve guessed it. Food! 

How can you resist partaking in some-

thing called the “Malaysian Food Festival 

2007” where you can get to experience a 

“Melting Pot of Culture and Cuisine”?

Find your way there. The festival is be-

ing divided into three themes – The Spice 

Route which is the opening segment; Tutti 

Fruti; and Rice Festival. (SEE p4)

Have another month of fun and great 

things. Until then, 

Jumpa Lagi.

Pulau Payar Marine Park: 
Ready for some great water ac-
tivities such as snorkelling and 
scuba-diving? You can head for 
Pulau Payar which lies just 30km 
south-east of Langkawi.

It is touted as the best marine 
park on Malaysia’s West Coast 
not just by foreign visitors but by 
a growing number of local scuba-
diving enthusiasts.

A sprinkling of jade green is-
lands make up Pulau Payar which 
is pristine, well-preserved and 
uninhabited.

If you’re looking for a spectacu-
lar experience of marine life, you 
are certainly in the right place. 
The best diving is along the reef 
system that skirts the south, east 
and west of Pulau Payar.

Visibility varies, so you need to 
check with your dive operator. In 
ideal conditions, you get an abso-
lutely mesmerising experience of 
an undersea wonderland that is 
the “Coral Garden”.

You can get to Pualau Payar 
from Kuah Jetty in Langkawi by 
speed boat or catamaran. The 
journey takes about 45 minutes. 
The Payar Marine Park was gazet-
ted a protected area in 1985 after 
many years of overfishing.

World Wide Fund for Nature 
studies have shown that a diverse 
marine population – includ-
ing 36 genera of hard corals, 92 
other marine invertebrates and 
45 genera of fish – thrive in these 
waters.

Indeed, the Payar Marine Park  
– also a marine research centre 
– demonstrates how proper con-
servation, good management and 
the promotion of eco-tourism can 
safeguard the environment for fu-
ture generations.

The warm clear waters are 
perfect for a spot of snorkelling 
or diving. After being cordoned 
off as a marine park, the marine 
life here has rejuvenated from the 
days of blast-fishing, trawling and 
heavy sedimentation. Now the 

park is one of the best dive sites 
in the West Coast of Peninsular 
Malaysia.

Except for the monsoon season 
from October till early-January, 
anytime is a good time for a dive. 
The waters closer to the island are 
generally calmer during the drier 
seasons. If you are a novice, do 
note that the waters around Pulau 
Payar’s neigbouring islands – Pu-
lau Kaca and Pulau Segantang – 
have been found to be a bit rough 
as they are wide open.  There are 
no bays or coves.

There is no accommodation for 
rent in Pulau Payar. But camping 
is allowed with prior permission 
from the Fisheries Department 
in Alor Setar (Tel: 604-7342135; 
Fax: 04-7304623) or Kuala 
Lumpur (Tel: 603-2982011; Fax: 
03-2910305). 
 
Sarawak Cultural Vil-
lage: On a sprawling seven-
hectare gently undulating terrain 
of tropical greenery, a “village” 
nestles in clear view of the leg-
endary Mount Santubong, 35km 
from Kuching.

This is Sarawak’s fascinating 
cultural showcase, which is aptly 
named “the living museum”. 

The award-winning “Sarawak 
Cultural Village” is where the visi-
tor gets a chance to come up close 
to Sarawak’s rich heritage and its 
ethnic diversity.

Traditional longhouses, round-
houses and huts built around a 
lake. In each house is someone 
dressed in traditional costume, 

representing an ethnic group, 
who is there to tell stories that 
explain tribal traditions.

Visitors are invited to take 
part in various activities. Join an 
Iban war dance, get carried away 
shooting darts with a blowpipe or 
even partake in drinking tuak (the 
potent rice wine). and try your 
hand at Bidayuh bamboo-carving, 
or Penan trap-making.

You can also find exotic and 
beautiful handicraft, including the 
Kain Songket (Malay cloth with 
gold inlay), Pua Kumbu (Iban 
housewives’ textiles), Melanau 
Terendak (sunhat), Bidayuh 
tambok (basket), Iban parang 
(swords), Orang Ulu wood carv-
ing and Chinese ceramics.

A 45-minute cultural perform-
ance of songs, dances and enter-
tainment is in the programme.

The village is just a five-minute 
walk from the beach hotels, which 
are replicas of traditional long-
houses, roundhouses and huts 
built around a lake.

In fact, some people have 
found the village to be the ideal 
place to... tie the knot! For one 
thing, you get a ceremony of your 

choice – lban, Bidayuh, Orang 
Ulu or Malay. 

The village is also the venue of 
the annual Gawai Tourism Night 
held in May and the hugely popu-
lar Rainforest World Music Fes-
tival held annualy in July for the 
last 10 years.

Tasik Dayang Bunting:  
Many people know it as The Lake 
Of The Pregnant Maiden. It is the 
largest lake in Langkawi, located 
on the beautiful and wild island of 
Pulau Dayang Bunting.

Childless women visit the lake 
and take a quick safe dip, or sip 
of the water. Many believe in its 
“magical” waters because “mira-
cles” have been known to happen 
after a visit.

According to legend, Tasik 
Dayang Bunting is guarded by a 
white crocodile that bestows good 
luck on those entering the waters. 

Dayang Bunting Island is be-
lieved to have been the scene of 
a celestial love story. It is here 
that Mat Teja, a sorcerous genie, 
was ensnared by the charms of 
Mambang Sari, a faerie princess. 
To win her affection, Mat Teja 
procured mermaids’ tears and 
smeared them on his face on the 
advice of a wise man, Tok Diang.

A romance ensued and Mam-
bang Sari was soon with child. 
But, the ill-fated child did not 
survive the first week of his birth. 
Distraught at the loss of her son, 
Mambang Sari entrusted the 
corpse of the child to the waters 
of the lake and returned to her 
celestial abode.

The corpse turned into a white 
crocodile which still resides in the 
waters, according to legend. It is 
believed the crocodile continues 
to appear to those who are up-
right and pious.

Mambang Sari was said to have 
also blessed the lake so that any 
childless woman drinking water 
from it shall soon be blessed with 
progeny.

The lake is nestled amidst lush 
forested hills, lined on one side 
by hills and rocky outcrops that 
resemble a pregnant woman lying 
on her back. 

m a k e  a  d a t e

Mega Shopping Carnival 2007
Aug 1-Sept 30 

Sultan’s Cup Terengganu 
Endurance Challenge
Setiu, Terengganu, Aug 3-4

Penang Biathlon 2007
Aug 5

50 Years of Nationhood – World 
Lion Dance Invitation
Genting Highlands, Aug 3-5

Johor Open Sailboat 
Championship 2007
Johor, Aug 4-5

Informal Meeting of the OIC 
Ministers of Science and 
Technology
Kuala Lumpur, Aug 4-5

Malaysia International 
Jewellery Fair 2007
Aug 9-12

Penang World of Percussion
Aug 10-12

Malaysia Food Festival
Spice Route
Suria KLCC Centrecourt, 
Concourse, Aug 10-12

Malaysia International 
Fireworks Competition
Putrajaya, Aug 15-30

Malaysia Food Fesival
Tutti Fruity
Lower Grd Flr,  1Utama Shopping 
Centre, Aug 17-19 

Miri International Kart Prix
Aug 18 -19

Malaysian Folks Arts Festival

Includes a series of performances 
showcasing the varied art forms 
representing many areas and 
communities in Malaysia. All 
performances will be held in Kuala 
Lumpur. The differences that exists 
have never been a limitation 
but the catalyst that spurs 
the intimate and harmonious 
relationship amongst the many 
cultures, forming a neatly woven 
fabric that is the rich and beautiful 
people of Malaysia.

National Culture and Arts 
Department,
Ministry of Culture, Arts and 
Heritage Malaysia (KEKKWA)
Aug 18-21

Malaysia International 

Fireworks Competition 2007 
Putrajaya, Aug 18-Sept 2

Merdeka Eve Classical Film 
Festival, Aug 24-31

Rice Festival
Main Concourse, Lower Level 1
Sunway Pyramid, Aug 24-26  

Mount Kinabalu International 
Climbathon
Sabah, Aug 25-26

Eve of Merdeka 
Fireworks 
Kuala Lumpur and Putrajaya,
Aug 30

Merdeka Celebrations
Nationwide, Aug 31
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R a j a  S h a h r i m a n  R a j a 

A z i d d i n  i s  o n e  o f  a 

h a n d f u l  o f  s c u l p t o r s 

i n  M a l ay s i a . Yo  u  c a n 

f i n d  h i m  m os  t  t i m e s 

at  h i s  l i t t l e  s t u d i o 

–  s h a c k , r at h e r  –  at  h i s 

h o m e  i n  K u a l a  K a n g s a r , 

w o r k i n g  w i t h  m e ta l . I t ’ s 

p h y s i c a l ly  h a r d  w o r k . 

T h at ’ s  w h y  v e r y  f e w 

a r t i s t s  c h oos   e 

t h i s  pat h . t h at ’ s  w h y, 

p e r h a ps  ,  R a j a  S h a h r i m a n 

d e c i d e d  t o  d o  so  .

HE looks like a me-
chanic, working on 
a broken-down car. 

Hands black and oily, the man was in 
t-shirt and cargo pants. The only things missing are an 
automobile and auto-repair equipment that you’d find in a garage. 

But then Raja Shahriman, 40, is not a mechanic although he 
loves to work with, and on, metals. 

He is a sculptor whose life revolves around art and sculpting. 
The day KLIA Times met up with him at his home in Kuala Kangsar, 

this Perak-born royalty was working on his latest piece, which was a mess 
of metal that looks like nothing but a mess of metal.

“That’s because I am just beginning to work on the metal,” he said, in a 
soft and gentle voice.

Raja Shahriman was born in this royal town of Kuala Kangsar, in the 
northern state of Perak. He studied at Universiti Teknologi Mara from 
1986 to 1990 where he obtained a Diploma in Art and Design (Fine Arts) 
majoring in Sculpting.

After graduation, he became a lecturer at the Malaysian Institute of Art 
for three years.

Between 1989 and 1993, Raja Shahriman was active in the local art 
scene, taking part in exhibitions at various locations from Kota Baru and 
Kuala Lumpur to Kuching as well as overseas in Singapore and Bangkok.

But it was only after his lecturing stint that he decided to head for his 
home town – to do what he was trained to do and what he knew he loved 
most – sculpting. He never looked back.

From 1994 to 2006, he held a series of exhibitions, namely  “Killing 
Tools, War Box, Lalang” a three-man show at the National Art Gallery 
(1994) in Kuala Lumpur; first solo exhibition “Gerak Tempur 1” at Pelita 
Hati Gallery of Art in Kuala Lumpur (1996);  second solo exhibition “Api, 
Bayangan dan Kemenyan” at Pelita Hati (1998); third solo exhibition 
“Semangat Besi” at Galeri Petronas, KLCC in Kuala Lumpur (2001); group 
exhibition “Formative” at Valentine Willie Arts in Bangsar, KL (2003); 
fourth solo exhibition “Nafas” at the National Art Gallery (2004); and a 
two-man exhibition at Pelita Hati Gallery (2006).

Raja Shahriman is now working on his next solo exhibition, the date for 
which has not been fixed.

Why, you might ask, would someone as privileged as he is, choose this 
discipline of art? It’s a lot of hard work. Real physical hard work that would 
qualify him as an ironsmith in days of yore.

Indeed, Raja Shahriman defies the conventional notion of what an 
artist ought to look like.

He confesses to an affinity with metal. He loves the entire process of 
extracting the best out of the metal – heating, softening, knocking and 
shaping it into an amazing work of art.

Never mind if it involves working with a hot furnace and an old-fash-

ioned anvil as well as very basic tools in a grinding “studio”.
Raja Shariman’s works never fail to evoke awe – and shock, even. 

Perhaps, they were meant to do that.
For example, his “Gerak Tempur” solo exhibition had a fellow 

artist describing his sculptures as “seething with aggression, 
violence and machismo.”

Wong Hoy Cheong said: “They were not exactly expres-
sionistic or surreal. The intellect, heart and spirit were incon-

sequential. Instead, these sculptures possessed an almost cold-blooded 
fascination with the gut.”

On his “Nafas” exhibition, artist Nur Hanim Mohamed Khairuddin, 
who curated the exhibition, examined his sculptures and found that his 
“art and artistic-life revolve around his passionate drive to evoke the search 
for the Self, to awaken self-consciousness... he proceeds with his art mak-
ing along the line of beauty and iman (faith).”

Nur Hanim concluded that the body of work in the “Nafas” series was 
perhaps “a manifestation of Raja Shahriman’s sigh of relief as he might 
have at last found the beautiful convergent point of aniconism-iconoclasm 
in his search for the Self”.

Asked why he preferred sculpting to say, painting, Raja Shahriman said 
he finds satisfaction in this three-dimensional discipline of fine arts.

“I love to work with my hands,” he said, as if to sum up everything.
For an exhibition, Raja Shahriman would produce a minimum of 20 

sculptures. And just like any other artist, inspiration is paramount. So, 
there is no telling how long he would take to complete his task.

Asked further whether his love for metals and sculpting was his innate 
way of keeping in touch with his heritage and ancestry?

Raja Shahriman momentarily fell silent. “Yes, perhaps. Because I love 
collecting keris and any similar form of weaponry, repair them and making 
them new.”

He said he had always liked the keris since he was a little boy, some-
thing he inherited from his father, Raja Aziddin Raja Ahmad.

Today, Raja Shahriman has a collection of more than 100 keris and 
such, most of which he obtained locally. A few he bought from abroad.

Raja Shahriman is passionate about his hobby. He cleans and polishes 
the keris, knives and swords with a lot of care.

He sells some of them and preserves the rest.
Married to businesswoman Normala Lot, 38, they live in a house he 

built – a double-storey half brick-half wooden house that is painted black.
Raja Shahriman’s public sculptures are on display in Taman Wawasan, 

Public Bank in Jalan Sultan Sulaiman, Kuala Lumpur, and at the Perak 
State Legislative Assembly in Ipoh, Perak.

He has collections exhibited at the National Art Gallery, A.P. Gallery 
and Petronas Gallery in Kuala Lumpur; Fukuoka Art Museum, Japan; 
the  National Singapore Museum; and the Cultural Centre of Thailand in 
Bangkok. 

a f f i n i t y  w i t h  m e ta l

2 0 0 7  a u g u s t  •  k l i a  t i m e s



4 k l i a  t i m e s  •  a u g u s t  2 0 0 7j o u r n e y

A  M E LT I N G  P O T  O F  C U LT U R E  A N D  C U I S I N E
Get ready for a dizzying affair with the richness of Malay-
sian and international cuisine this month. 

It is a gastronomical adventure, even for the food-ad-
venturous Malaysian. From Aug 10 to 26, the first ever 
Malaysia Food Festival (MFF2007) is being held.

Endorsed by Visit Malaysia Year 2007, the festival high-
lights distinct elements of the multi-faceted Malaysian cu-
linary culture through three thematic stages: Spice Route, 
Tutti Fruity and Rice Festival.

Besides featuring Malaysian traditional fares, the 
MFF2007 presents contemporary culinary creations 
which are largely international cuisine flavoured with 
heavy Malaysian influences.  

The festical will take you to various locations in the 
Klang Valley. The Spice Route will be at Suria KLCC Centre-
court, Concourse Level from Aug 10 to 12, the Tuti Fruity,  

at I-Utama Shopping Centre’s Lower Ground Floor Oval 
in Petaling Jaya from Aug 17 to 19 and the Rice Festival 
at the Main Concourse, Lower Level 1 of Sunway Pyramid 
from Aug 24 to 26.

During the duration of MFF2007, the public will be 
treated to irresistible dining privileges at more than 100 
food and beverage establishments. Public Bank credit 
cardholders will be entitled to additional privileges.

The official sponsors of the Malaysia Food Festival 2007 
are JATI, Public Bank, Spritzer and Sunlico.

MFF2007’s Supporting Partners include Suria KLCC, 
1-Utama Shopping Centre, Sunway Pyramid, Chef Asso-
ciation of Malaysia and the Federal Agriculture Marketing 
Authority.

For more information on MFF2007, visit www.mfood-
festival.com. 
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Malaysia has won four 
awards at the prestigious 
Pacific Asia Travel Associa-
tion (Pata) Gold Awards this 
year.

Tourism Malaysia clinched 
three of the four, winning 
the “Marketing Media-
Broadcast Media” (Malaysia 
Truly Asia Global TV Com-
mercial), “Marketing Media-
Print Media” (Malaysia Truly 
Asia Media Campaign) and 
“Marketing Media-Website” 
(www.malaysia.travel) cat-
egories.

AsiaReach Events won in 
the “Marketing Campaign-
Industry” category with 
“The Malaysia International 
Gourmet Festival 2006.”

This year’s winners in 
28 categories were chosen 
from an unprecedented 339 
entries from 132 organi-
sations worldwide by the 
Bangkok-based Pata.

According to Pata, cul-
tural heritage and environ-
mental tourism were the 
dominant themes of the 
winning entries in this year’s 
Gold Awards.

The four best-of-show 
Grand Awards went to the 
Indian Ministry of Tourism in 
the Marketing category; the 
Macau Tourist Office (MGTO) 
for Heritage; Six Senses 
Resorts & Spas of Thailand 
for the Environment; and 
Jetwing Hotels of Sri Lanka 
for Education & Training.

The winners will be hon-
oured at a special luncheon 
during the Pata Travel Mart 
2007 in Bali on Sept 28. 
– Bernama

M a l ay s i a

b a g s

4  pata 

awa r d s

Malaysians are excited and thrilled this 
month. These words – “50 Years of Na-
tionhood... One Golden Celebration” – 

are emblazoned everywhere, from coast to coast 
to remind Malaysians that it has been 50 years 
since Malaysia became a sovereign nation.

Malaysia is celebrating 50 years of independ-
ence –  “Merdeka!” A golden jubilee celebration. 
A brilliant golden celebration of unity, harmony 
and prosperity in this multi-ethnic and multi-cul-
tural country.

Already, the air is festive everywhere –  from 
Penang to Kuching, Sarawak. 

Courtesy of the ministries of Tourism and 
Heritage, Arts and Culture, together with other 
related government and private agencies, Malay-
sians have been enjoying fantastic offerings and 
promotions that cover a wide range of activities 
and interests since the beginning of the year.

When Aug 31 arrives, everything will come 

together – a myriad of parades, cultural perform-
ances, street shows and carnivals to commemo-
rate Independence, or Merdeka, Day.

Just as the clock struck midnight, one second 
into Aug 31 1957, the Union Jack was lowered 
and the Malaysian flag hoisted for the first time 
at the Selangor Padang (now Dataran Merdeka) 
in front of the Sultan Abdul Samad building in 
Kuala Lumpur.

The next day, independent Malaya’s first Prime 
Minister, Tunku Abdul Rahman Putra Al-Haj, led 
the people in the famous shouts of Merdeka! 
Merdeka! Merdeka! (Independence!) at Stadium 
Merdeka.

Malaysia has come a mighty long way to be-
come one of Asia’s most modern economies.

Since independence, Malaysia which practises 
parliamentary democracy, has had five prime 
ministers and  held 11 general elections.

In celebrating Merdeka, here is an invitation 

from Tourism Malaysia:
“For more than 30 years, Merdeka Day celebra-

tions have been marked by parades involving uni-
formed personnel, corporate players, school chil-
dren, cultural dancers, athletes and Malaysians 
from all walks of life. However, in recent years, 
the event has grown into a much anticipated and 
exciting month-long celebration nationwide.

“This Golden Jubilee celebration marks a sig-
nificant milestone in the history of the nation. 

“Join the enthusiastic crowd at the Merdeka 
Square in Kuala Lumpur on the eve of Merdeka 
Day for the countdown to this momentous 
event. 

“Malaysia invites all visitors to share in the joy 
and excitement of this momentous occasion.

“Come and be mesmerised by a unique multi-
cultural populace celebrating 50 years of nation-
hood in harmony and peaceful co-existence. You 
will truly be fascinated.”

A  Go  l d e n  M e r d e k a !
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M
alaysia Airports has won 
the bid to manage Sabi-
ha Gokcen International 

Airport in Turkey for a period of 
20 years, edging out four other 
international airport operators.

Malaysia Airports will, among 
other things, manage the opera-
tions, maintenance and revenue 
generation of the International 
and Domestic Terminals of Sabi-
ha Gokcen International Airport 
and all their related buildings/

equipment and ground han-
dling, fuel supply and bonded 
warehousing operations at the 
airport.

This project also involves the 
construction in 30 months of a 
new international terminal with 
a capacity to handle 10 million 
passengers.  

The current international 
terminal will be converted into 
an all domestic terminal subse-
quent to the new terminal’s con-

struction.
The total concession fee is 

euro 1.93 billion and is struc-
tured over a 20-year period, with 
no concession fees payable in 
first three years.

Malaysia Airports Manag-
ing Director Dato’ Seri Bashir 
Ahmad said the deal reinforces 
Malaysia Airports’ status as one 
of the most sought-after service 
provider in the field of airport 
operations.

Sabiha Gokcen International 
Airport is the second airport in 
Istanbul with two terminals, cov-
ering an area of 3,300 acres.

Currently, it is operated by the 
Government of Turkey through 
the Under Secretariat for Defence 
Industries (Administration).

Malaysia Airports was invited 
to bid for the project last month 
by its partner GMR Infrastruc-
ture Ltd and the Limak Group, 
a  Turkish company. These three 

companies will work together to 
develop, manage and operate 
the Sabiha Gokcen International 
Airport.

As an airport operator, Malay-
sia Airports will take up a mini-
mum equity stake of 20 per cent 
in the joint venture.

Currently, Malaysia Airports’  
overseas projects include the new 
Hyderabad International Airport, 
Delhi Airport in India and Astana 
Airport in Kazakhstan.

MALAY    S IA   AIR   P O RT  S  T O  m a n a g e  TUR   K i s h  a i r po  r t

T h r e e  A i r po  r t s  i n  S a b a h  No  w 

A e r o d r o m e  a n d  I S O  C e r t i f i e d

Airports are huge and very busy 
places. When you’re travelling alone 
or with other adults, you do not have 
worries other than to make sure that 
all your travel documents are in order 
and the bag-
gage have been 
dealt with.

Or when you 
happen to be 
at the airport to 
send somebody 
off, it’s no big 
thing – if you 
are only with 
other adults.

But when you have children with 
you, the size of the place may pose 
a bit of a challenge, as the little ones 
could to wander off. Unfortunately, 
airports are an easy place in which to 
get lost, for kids.

So it is that for quite some time 
now, travelers and visitors to KL Inter-
national Airport would head for se-
lected spots where the children can 
be left safely to amuse themselves.

To help ease parents in their travel 
experience, there are children’s play 
areas at Level 5 of the Main Terminal 
Building, at the Satellite Building and 
the domestic and international level 
at the Contact Pier.

Some people have dubbed KLIA 
as a kids’ haven. When you hear the 
squeals of delight amidts all those 
kiddy equipment, you’d think so too.

K i d s ’ 
H av e n

at  K LIA 

P L AY I N G  S A F E :  A  n umb   e r  of  
childr      e n ’ s  play    ar  e as   hav   e  b e e n 
s e t  up   at  t h e  airpor      t

KOTA Kinabalu International Airport 
(KKIA) together with Tawau and 
Sandakan airports have received the 

Aerodrome Certification from the Department of 
Civil Aviation (DCA).

This means that they have been audited and 
determined to have met the Aerodrome Certifica-
tion requirement by International Civil Aviation 
Organisation (ICAO).

This is a new mandatory requirement of ICAO, 
that sees all international airports open for public 
use providing uniform safety conditions for all 
aircraft.

The certificates were presented by Azharuddin 
A. Rahman, Director General of Department of 
Civil Aviation (DCA) to Aznan Othman (Airport 
Manager of KKIA), Awang Mali Awang Anak 
(Airport Manager of Sandakan) and  Amat Madin 
(Airport Manager of Tawau) at a ceremony held at 
a hotel in Kota Kinabalu on July 26.

Malaysia Airports Chairman Tan Sri Datuk Dr 
Aris Othman and Malaysia Airports Managing 
Director Dato’ Seri Bashir Ahmad witnessed the 
certificate presentation.

This certificate acknowledges that the airports 
have met the stringent requirements on Aero-
drome Certification based on Annex 14 Conven-
tion on International Civil Aviation.

It confirms that the airports have the necessary 
competency to ensure safety and efficiency of op-
erations. The airports’ Aerodrome Manual com-
plies with the requirements of ICAO Document 
9774. The infrastructure, service and facilities at 
these airports comply with the Annex 14 Conven-
tion on International Civil Aviation specifications 
and other specifications set by DCA, and the aero-
drome operations procedures comply with safety 
measures for aircraft operations

The intention of aerodrome certification is to 
establish a regulatory system to ensure that the 
facilities, equipment and operational procedures 
are certified in compliance with the Standard and 
Recommended practices specified in the ICAO 
Annex 14 document.

The need for aerodrome certification arises due 
to rapid air transport growth, the increasing trend 
towards privatisation of aerodrome and the in-
creasing global concerns on aviation safety.

At the same event, all airports in Sabah namely 
KKIA, Tawau Airport, Sandakan Airport, Lahad 
Datu Airport and Labuan Airport further in-
creased airport users’ confidence in the services 
and facilities offered when they received the MS 
ISO 9001:2000 Quality Management System 
from SIRIM QAS International Sdn Bhd.

The certificate was presented to the respective 
airport managers by Haji Abdul Razak Salim, 
Executive Director of SIRIM QAS International 
Sdn. Bhd, witnessed by Tan Sri Datuk Dr Aris and 
Dato’ Seri Bashir.

The scope of registration for this certification 
covers Management, Operations and Mainte-
nance of Airport Covering Fire and Rescue Serv-
ices, Aviation Security, Engineering and General 
Operations.

Dato’ Seri Bashir said this was indeed another 
proud achievement for Malaysia Airports as it will 
further encourage the airports’ staff to maintain 
their excellent job commitment towards better 
serving airport users.

“I would like to stress that these certifications 

will be a challenge in sustaining and improving 
the service standards at the airports.

“I am also proud to note that all of our inter-
national airports have been certified by DCA and 
SIRIM thus proving our commitment towards en-
suring that the airports are following all necessary 
procedures in daily operations.”

Without doubt, this certification will further 
encourage the staff to strive harder in maintain-
ing and justifying the acknowledgement by DCA 
and SIRIM, he added.

For their dedication and commitment, 176 
employees from airports in Sabah received their 
Loyal Service Awards at the same event, marking 
their 25 years of contribution to the airports.

Tan Sri Datuk Datuk Dr Aris and Dato’ Seri Ba-
shir presented the awards to the recipients.

Earlier, Malaysia Airports signed a Memoran-
dum of Understanding with Universiti Malaysia 
Sabah (UMS), which will enable UMS to organise 
Executive Diploma in Management for Malaysia 
Airports’ staff, particularly in Sabah.

Dato’ Seri Bashir said this was part of Malaysia 
Airports’ continuous effort to enhance knowledge 
and expand expertise of its staff.

He and Ahmad Zuber Abdul, General Manager 
Human Resources, signed on behalf of Malay-
sia Airports while UMS was represented by Prof. 
Madya Dr Roselina Ahmad Saufi, Managing Di-
rector of UMS Link Holdings Sdn Bhd, and Sahat 
Sadikun, Director of Pusat Pengajian Luar UMS, 
while Tan Sri Datuk Dr Aris witnessed the signing.

A malaysia airports quality certification and loyal service awards night 

An MOU between Malaysia airports and Universiti 
malaysia sabah WAS ALSO SIGNED
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SITTING atop the English Premier 
League last season, and the winner of 
numerous trophies since 1908, Man-
chester United needs no introduction. 
As one of the biggest football clubs 
and most well-known brands in the 
world of sports, Man U has been pro-
ducing legends such as Bobby Charl-
ton, George Best and David Beckham. 
The secret to their unmatched success 
is simple: early cultivation. 

Born on April 12, 1991, Oliver Nor-
wood enrolled in the Man U Academy 
at the early age of 10. His life-long 
dream is to track the footsteps of the 
likes of David Beckham, Paul Scholes 
and John O’shea to represent the “Red 
Devils” and the England squad at the 
highest level of international foot-
ball. “Some of the older boys in our 
team have already been selected for 
the first team in the premier league. 

Hopefully, in a couple of years, I’ll be 
able to do the same,” said Oliver, the 
second youngest player in the Man U 
Under-19 team. 

Fully aware of the previous youth 
teams’ achievements at the interna-
tional level, this Man U midfielder is 
confident that the current team will 
be triumphant in the Champions 
Youth Cup Malaysia 2007, despite 
admitting that Arsenal would likely 
pose the biggest challenge to his 
team in the tournament. 

Man U and 15 other international 
clubs are participating in the inaugu-
ral Champions Youth Cup, to be held 
at locations throughout Malaysia 
from Aug 8-19. 

This soon to be made an annual 
event is one of the highlights of the 
“Visit Malaysia 2007” campaign. – By 
Rizalman Samiun

There are a lot of traits to 
explain champions, but raw 
determination and clarity of 
goal are certainly among of 
them. And if you’re talking 
to anyone from AC Milan’s 
Youth team, you’ll feel noth-
ing but that. 

It’s not that they’re arro-
gant; everyone in the squad 
is just in agreement of one fact: AC Milan is the 
greatest football club in the world. 

“This is not about comparing with the senior 
team but the Under-19 is filled with talented 
players too. Although we only started training 
together a few weeks ago, the chemistry and co-
ordination among the players is remarkable,” ex-
plained one of the AC Milan club’s officials, Rocco 
Maiorino. 

Maiorino’s claim is no exaggeration as Milan’s 
youth team has in fact moved out of the shadows 
of the senior team, the 2007 Champions’ League 
winner. Coached by one of the club’s legends, 
Filippo Galli, and comprising stars such as 18-
year-old Matteo Darmian, the team has won vari-
ous trophies in Italy. 

However, Maiorino admits that for the tourna-
ment at hand, it won’t be an easy ride. “The other 
15 clubs also have great teams with world-class 
players. We’re especially keeping a close watch on 
our old rival, FC Internazionale.” 

For the Champions Youth Cup Malaysia 2007, 
AC Milan is in Group A, along with AFC Ajax, Ar-
senal FC and CR Flamengo. AC Milan start their 
campaign on Aug 8 in Alor Star, Kedah. 

M a i o r i n o

Yo u n g  a n d  d e t e r m i n e d

T he   M an   u  way

S P O T T E D @ K L I A

OLI   V ER   ( r i g h t )  A N D  FELLO     W  YOU   N G  D E V ILS 

Malaysia Airports is confident that the redeveloped 
Labuan Airport will be a catalyst to boost passenger 
movement in the state. The redevelopment of the air-
port costs RM365 million with the terminal alone ac-
counting for RM113 million.

Construction of this Federal Government project is 
undertaken by Global Upline Sdn Bhd, while KLIA Con-
sultancy Services Sdn Bhd is the project management 
consultant.

The project started on Nov 9, 2005 and is scheduled 
to be completed by Nov 8, 2008.

Currently only the terminal is ready.
The apron is almost ready while the runway will be 

completed by next year to accommodate the A330.
With the extension of the terminal building, Labuan 

Airport will have the capacity to handle 2.2 million pas-
sengers per annum, from 1.65 million now; and a peak 
hour capacity of 900 passengers, up from 600.

Malaysia Airports has also introduced a two-tier ter-
minal operation concept to improve passenger flow at 
the airport.

The floor area was increased from 16,000 sq metres 
to 22,000 sq m while three additional check-in counters 
were installed to bring the total to 17. Parking lots mean-
while were increased to 424 from the previous 300.

The runway is currently under construction for an 
extension from the previous 2,286m x 45m to 2,745m x 
60m.  The apron, which is also under construction, will 
be able to accommodate one A330, three B737 and two 
F50 aircraft at any one time.

For the year 2006, Labuan Airport handled 575,684 
passenger movements. It also recorded a 4.2 per cent 
increase to 3,207 cargo movements last year from 3,077 
in 2005 while aircraft movements were up 0.5 per cent. 
Currently, MAS, AirAsia and FAX are the airlines serv-
ing this airport.

Malaysia Airports Managing Director Dato’ Seri Ba-
shir Ahmad said: “This is our commitment to further 
boost the passenger movements at this airport. It is also 
to further enhance the services and facilities offered at 
the airport.

“We believe that passengers and airport users at 
Labuan will experience more comfortable visits from 
now on and Malaysia Airports will continuously moni-
tor that all our services at this airport are at their level 
best.” 

The redeveloped airport will provide better services 
and modern facilities for all passengers and airport 
users.

This is in line with Malaysia Airports’ objective to 
continuously improve services and facilities to better 
serve passengers and airport users.

R e d e v e l op  e d 

L a b u a n  A i r po  r t 

To   b e g i n 

O p e r at i o n s  S oo  n

The entire project involves an investment of RM365m 
with the terminal alone costing RM113m

The eighth edition of the prestigious 
12-hour Merdeka Millennium Endur-
ance Race (MME), to be held at the 

Sepang Circuit on Aug 25, is likely to draw 
another full grid of 77 cars and 231 drivers.

Race promoter and organiser Sepang In-
ternational Circuit (SIC) has received more 
than 30 entries for the 2007 Petronas Primax 
3 Merdeka Millennium Endurance Race.

SIC Chairman Datuk Mokhzani Tun Ma-
hathir said with the event growing from 
strength to strength over the years, he was 
confident there would be more than the 77 
cars seen in the event’s last six editions.

“As in previous editions, the response from 
the international motorsports fraternity has 
been very strong,” he said at the launch of the 
event at Sepang Circuit recently. 

“Teams from Singapore will be taking 
part and there will be top drivers from Hong 
Kong, Japan, Taiwan and Australia as well. We 
should be getting more than 77 entries.

“Of course, this would be sad news to 
some, as again, they would need to qualify 
for the racing grid,” said Datuk Mokhzani.

Qualifying will be held on Aug 24 where 
the fastest 77 cars in accordance to their re-
spective classes will start the actual race as 
only a maximum of 77 cars are allowed for 
a race at Sepang Circuit as stipulated under 
its licence issued by the FIA.

Datuk Mokhzani thanked Petronas, the na-
tional petroleum company which had been a 
sponsor of the MME since its inaugural event 
at the turn of the millennium as the Official 
Fuel Provider.

“As we all know and appreciate, Petronas 

has always been our strongest partner in 
the promotion and development of motor-
sports especially for the F1 race,” said Datuk 
Mokhzani, adding that it was the second suc-
cessive year that Petronas had come forward 
as the title sponsor. 

The SIC Chairman also paid tribute to his 
predecessor, the late Tan Sri Basir Ismail, who 
he said laid the foundation for the event, 
which has become Asia’s biggest race. 

“When Tan Sri Basir mooted the idea for 
this event, he not only had motorsports de-
velopment in his mind; but equally impor-
tant, he wanted to have the MME as part of 
the Merdeka Day celebrations.

“2007 marks the 50th anniversary of Ma-
laysia’s. I must say that the 2007 Petronas 
Primax 3 Merdeka Millennium Endurance 
race is the perfect platform to signify the 
progress that Malaysia has achieved in the 

last 50 years.
“Malaysian-made cars are now lining up 

with the top international marques such as 
Porsche, Subaru, Honda, Nissan and Toyota 
and on a race track that has been hosting 
the world’s most glamorous racing events 
– Formula One, MotoGP, A1GP and Super GT,” 
Datuk Mokhzani added.

Tourism Malaysia Director-General Datuk 
Mirza Mohd Taiyab officiated the event with 
Petronas Dagangan Senior General Manager 
(Retail Division) Md Arif Mahmood, who was 
representing the title sponsor.

At the ceremony, Datuk Mokhzani also re-
ceived the MME Challenge trophy from 2006 
overall winner Tengku Djan Ley Tengku Ma-
haleel of Team Proton R3 as well as the Silver-
stone Challenge Trophy from Kumaran Tan of 
Danville Motorsports, winners of the Class B 
and C categories.

F u l l  G r i d  E x p e c t e d  At  M e r d e k a  

m i l l e n n i u m  E n d u r a n c e  RACE  

RESPONSE         FROM     THE    INTERN      A TION    A L  m o t o r s p o r t s  f r a t e r n i t y  h a s  b e e n  v e r y  s t r o n g
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IN some ways, Yahya Idar, Senior Manager of Avia-
tion Security at KL International Airport (KLIA), can 
be likened to a policeman for the skies.

He may not wield a gun or baton but Yahya and the 
1,150 personnel he oversees are entrusted with the se-
curity of the airport and its passengers – indeed, anyone 
that goes to the airport or uses its facilities.

“The personnel in my department are sent for rigor-
ous training. I, too, had to undergo police cadet train-
ing before I qualified for this job. The training takes on 
many forms – everything from target practice and drills 
to physical training. It’s logical to expect us to be fit, for 
example. 

“Look at the size of the airport – we have to be able to 
move around the entire area with ease,” he said.

Yahya, 49, has been in the line for almost 23 years and 
has been stationed at various airports throughout the 
country. He has been at KLIA since it opened in 1998.

“My primary duty as Senior Manager of Aviation 
Security is to look after the security of the airport, pas-
sengers, aircraft and other Malaysia Airports properties 
within this area. We do everything from handling crisis 
situations to ensuring that passengers have no serious 
concerns with security issues.

“As with aviation security around the world, there 
are security procedures and guidelines to follow and we 
must constantly work to ensure that we are following 
these guidelines to the letter,” he said.

Yahya is proud of the fact that KLIA has been recog-
nised as the world’s best airport (15-25 million passen-
gers per annum category) for the second time running in 
2006 and credits aviation security as one of the reasons 
for the airport being the recipient of the award. 

“Security is an important element of the ranking proc-
ess as airports are rated for a number of things, among 
them the thoroughness of its security checks, passenger 
sense of security, queue time during security checks and 
friendliness of staff.

“The award indicates that passengers who have trav-
elled through KLIA have great faith in our security meas-
ures,” he said.

Yahya is thankful that the airport hasn’t had to face 
any serious crisis situations. 

“We’re lucky that we haven’t had any major crisis al-
though if such a situation arose, we would be ready to 
deal with it. Despite that, I am thankful that we have 
never had to utilise the stringent training we’ve received 
in handling such situations,” he said.

Yahya spends much of his work day at his office. He 
begins his day by going through his email and other 
correspondence as well attending various meetings and 
presentations. However, he does spend a couple of hours 
almost daily visiting various areas at the airport to check 
if security measures are up to par.

“The daily routine of going to the terminal is a must 
unless I really cannot manage it. I need at least two hours 
to move around the three terminals at KLIA and to talk to 
the officers in my department as well as officials in other 
departments to check on their needs. My day wouldn’t be 
complete without this,” he said.

While he has regular working hours, Yahya says that 
he often returns to the airport after office hours or on 
weekends when emergencies occur or if a VIP is expected 
at the airport. 

“It’s not a job where you forget your responsibilities 
when you walk out of the office,” he said.

When asked what the most challenging aspect of his 
job is, Yahya said: “It’s a juggling act. I have to help 
maintain the security of the airport while managing the 
officers and staff that work with me in the department. I 
also have to make sure that the department’s practices 
are up to our customers’ requirements. It gives me great 
satisfaction to know that I have been able to fulfill these 
roles,” he said.

While aviation security is something that most pas-
sengers’ take for granted, Yahya is keen to emphasise the 
important role that his department plays in the smooth 
running of KLIA, the gateway to the country.

 “A sense of security is of paramount importance to 
everyone that travels or comes to an airport. If it is miss-
ing, most people would choose not to fly or they wouldn’t 
come to the airport to see someone off. I would say that 
my department is one of the most important ones at the 
airport. After all, we wouldn’t be in business if people 
were too afraid to fly,” he said.

Yahya is passionate about his job, even after more 
than two decades in the business.

“I believe that I have learnt a lot from being in this 
business and I love being part of the KLIA family. I have 
always believed that you shouldn’t ask what the organi-
sation that you are attached to can give you. Instead, I 
constantly strive to do my best to give as much as I can 
to my company. In that regard, I would say that I love 
the company I work for as much as I love my family,” 
he said.

KLIA’s head honcho of aviation security is a devoted 
family man and the proud father of five children -- four 
girls and a boy aged between 22 and 8.

“My children may not come to the airport regularly 
but they are proud of my role in keeping the airport safe,” 
Yahya, whose wife is a teacher, said.

Yahya would like to see the airport grow in interna-
tional recognition in the coming years.

“I would like KLIA’s aviation security to be recognised 
as of world standard within the next five to 10 years. 
We’re already recognised as the world’s best airport and 
that’s where I’d like KLIA to stay -- right there on top of 
the world,” he said. – By Anthea De Lima

A  s e n s e  o f  s e c u r i t y

Ya h ya  I d a r  h a s  b e e n  l ook   i n g  a f t e r  t h e  s e c u r i t y  o f  K LIA   , pa ss  e n g e r s , a i r c r a f t  a n d 

o t h e r  M a l ay s i a  A i r po  r t s  p r op  e r t i e s  w i t h i n  t h e  a r e a  s i n c e  i t  op  e n e d  i n  1 9 9 8 . f o r  a 

w h o l e  l o t  o f  p e op  l e , T h e  m a n ’ s  s e n s e  o f  d u t y  d i r e c t ly  t r a n s l at e s  i n t o  . . .

Passengers at the LCCT-KLIA, or the Low 
Cost Carrier Terminal, no longer have to worry 
about the hot sun, or getting wet, as a covered 
walkway has been built for thir benefit.

AirAsia passengers at the LCCT-KLIA find 
this a welcome addition.

The construction of the walkway was com-
pleted in March this year. It stretches across 
the apron, covering 27 of 30 aircraft parking 
bays.

The RM8 million walkway was built in just 

three-and-a-half months.
According LCCT-KLIA Manager Ragbhir 

Singh, response has been great from travelers.
Not only does it protect them from the 

scorching sun or rainy weather, it is also jet-
blast-proof, equipped with a cooling fan as 
well as being outfitted with 22 cctvs for 24-
hour security monitoring. 

Measuring 3 metres high and 4.2 metres 
wide, the facility  definitely enhances travel-
er’s comfort. – By Rizalman Samiun

“ I t ’ s  n o t  a  j o b  w h e r e  y o u  f o r g e t  y o u r  r e s p o n s i b ili   t ie  s  w h en   y o u  w al  k 

o u t  o f  t h e  o ffi   c e ,”  s ay s  ya h ya

L C C T - klia     C o v ered     W alkway   
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K L  TOW   E R  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  JU  M P  M A L A Y S I A  2 0 0 7

tower	 August

Menara Pelita, Sarawak: 	 8   

Menara Tun Mustapha, Sabah: 	 11, 12

Menara Alor Star, Kedah: 	 16, 17

Menara Komtar, Penang: 	 19

Menara KL: 	 24 – 26

Menara TM: 	 26

JU  M P  D AT E S
J UM  P 
F O R 
UNITY      &
HARM    O NY

s e ri   a n gkasa      r e volvi     n g  r e s taura    n t

obs   e rva  t io  n  d e ck

W
hat a way to celebrate the 
nation’s 50th anniversary! 
Jumping off buildings in the 

name of unity and harmony seems to 
be a crazy way to demonstrate all that is 
good and great. Well, it is. But it seems 
to be a fitting way to celebrate Malaysia’s 
50 years of independence.

Indeed, it is a display of courage, 
commitment and conviction. For, how 
else have we, as a country and as a 
people, progressed this far?

And in this extreme sport where 
risks are calculated and precision is 

paramount, jumping from altitude is 
indeed a liberating experience.

Freedom, liberation, independence, 
Merdeka. It is a heady sensation.

This year professional BASE (buildings, 
antennas, span & earth) jumpers and 
skydivers from across the globe will 
converge to Menara Kuala Lumpur (the 
tallest telecommunications tower in 
Southeast Asia, standing at 421 metres) 
for the KL Tower International Jump 
(KLTIJ). 

From Aug 8 to 26, 100 professional 
BASE jumpers will leap from iconic 

structures in Kedah, Penang, Sarawak, 
Sabah and Kuala Lumpur.

With the theme, “Unity & Harmony”, 
the KL Tower International Jump 2007, 
jumpers will take on Menara Pelita, 
Sarawak (Aug 8), Menara Tun Mustapha, 
Sabah (Aug 11 & 12), Menara Alor Star, 
Kedah (Aug 16 & 17), Menara Komtar, 
Penang (Aug 19) and ending at Menara KL 
(Aug 24 – 26) and Menara TM (Aug 26).

KL Tower is the fourth tallest tower 
in the world and the only tower in the 
world surrounded by tropical rainforest.

It is a must-visit destination if you’re 

visiting Kuala Lumpur. The Tower 
receives more than a million visitors a 
year.

Menara KL undoubtedly mirrors the 
achievements of independent Malaysia 
and her people. Still, it continues to 
represent hope for a far greater future. 
Indeed, a ‘Tower of Hope’. Menara KL is a 
tower for the people. 

Join in the celebration. Head for the 
tower to cheer on these daredevils, from 
the ground or up at Tower Head 5 at 300 
metres. It promises to be an exhilarating 
and liberating experience.

Menara Kuala Lumpur Sdn Bhd (Me-
nara Kuala Lumpur), the fourth 
tallest telecommunications tower 

in the world is undoubtedly one of the 
preferred destinations for tourists to the 
capital. It is located atop Bukit Nanas at a 
breathtaking height of 421 metres. 

Menara Kuala Lumpur plays a vital role in 
broadcasting and telecommunications, where 
its main partners are the national broadcaster 
Radio Televisyen Malaysia (RTM) and its parent 
company, Telekom Malaysia Berhad (TM). Me-
nara Kuala Lumpur which was built to improve 
the quality of telecommunication and broad-
casting transmission, has become a significant 
landmark and symbol that identifies Malaysia 
as a great business hub of the millennium and 
at the same time a testimony of Malaysian ca-
pabilities in the building of high technology 
facilities coupled with providing world-class 
services. 

Menara Kuala Lumpur is in the hospitality 
and business of experience industry. The man-
agement has continue to bring in soul and emo-
tion to this 100,000 ton concrete tower by intro-
ducing different experiences at its best such as 
Viewing, Dining, Event, Shopping, Nature and 
Adventure experience. 

At ground level, there are Tower Terrace, Am-
phitheatre, Jelutong Sidewalk Café and Mini 
Theatre. The Tower Terrace, Amphitheatre and 
Jelutong Sidewalk Café are outdoor venues to 
hold informal functions. 

The Observation Deck is located at 276 
metres above ground level offers spectacular 
views with multi language audio guide of Kuala 
Lumpur city skyline.

The Tower offers not only a spectacular view 
of the city skyline but a wide choice of venues 
for large or small groups, indoor or outdoor, 
formal or informal function. There are 4 rooms 
of difference sizes equipped with state-of-the-

art lighting and audio visual systems for enter-
tainment, presentation, image projection and 
video conferencing. The Mega View Banquet 
Deck can accommodate up to 400 persons 
for cocktail or standing reception and 350 
persons for sit down function. Menara Kuala 
Lumpur also organizes wedding function for 
couples to pledge their vows at 288 metres 
above ground level

It is the only tower in the world surrounded 
by forest reserve of over 100 years of age. At the 
foot of Menara Kuala Lumpur, the Bukit Nanas 

Forest Reserve sprawls into 9.37 hectares of 
land occupied by abundant flora and fauna. 
There are several activities one can participate 
to appreciate nature – Guided Nature Walk, 
Tower Camp, Bird Watching, and Forest Trail. 

In order to preserve Malaysian heritage and 
culture, Menara Kuala Lumpur has formed its 
own culture troupe that showcases a variety 
of performance to entertain tourists. Menara 
Kuala Lumpur is the only tower in the world 
that has its own culture troupe.

The numbers of visitors to the tower has 
increased tremendously from the day it was 
opened, back in 1996. Apart from local visitors, 
Menara Kuala Lumpur’s visitors were mainly 
from India, Saudi Arabia, Indonesia, Japan, 

Hong Kong, Singapore, China, United Kingdom 
and Australia. For 2006, the visitors visited the 
tower was predominantly from Hong Kong. The 
tower is expected to receive more than 1 mil-
lion visitors this year in conjunction with the 
Visit Malaysia Year 2007. 

For the past eight years Menara Kuala 
Lumpur has played host to international and 
world-class events such as Kuala Lumpur Tower 
International Jump (KLTIJ).  Traditionally, jump-
ers jump at Menara Kuala Lumpur and Menara 
Alor Star. However in line with the Menara Kua-
la Lumpur 10th Anniversary celebration, the 
celebration of 49th Independence Day and its 
initiative to promote Visit Malaysia Year 2007, 
Menara Kuala Lumpur has injected this excite-
ment to other states such as Sabah, Sarawak 

and Pulau Pinang
Kuala Lumpur International Towerthon is also 

being held every year and the race covers some 
800-metre run uphill, moving on to the stairs at 
the upper Ground Floor, running up the 2,058 
steps and finishing at the Tower Head Level 3 or 
more fondly known as the Mega View Banquet 
Deck at 288 metres above Kuala Lumpur. 

As a member of the World Federations of 
Great Towers (WFGT), Menara Kuala Lumpur is 
preparing to host the WFGT 2007 Conference 
in Kuala Lumpur from September 3-8, 2007, 
which coincides with Visit Malaysia Year 2007. 
Delegates from 20 famous towers in the world 
will gather at this conference.

For 2007, Menara Kuala Lumpur has planned 
world-class events such as KL International 
Jump, Towerthon, KL Tower Hunt, Tower Kidz 
Birthday Celebration, and Walk Down Memory 
Lane in conjunction with 50th Independence 
Day Celebrations.  Menara Kuala Lumpur will 
also be promoting new products for year 2007, 
such as ‘Agro-tourism’ and ‘Eco-tourism’.  

Effective 2007, leveraging on its track records 
and experience in managing the tower, Menara 
Kuala Lumpur is now managing Muzium Tel-
ekom and Menara Alor Star. Muzium Telekom 
is the first interactive museum in Malaysia.  A 
visit to the museum promises to be an informa-
tive experience.  Upon entering, chronological 
accounts of every milestone in the nation’s 
telecommunications history are revealed, sup-
ported by a wealth of artifacts from the respec-
tive eras and sounds capes.  

The Alor Star Tower is the world’s 19th tallest 
telecommunication tower.  It stands at a height 
of 165.5 metres and the observation area lo-
cated on 88 metres level which enable visitors to 
enjoy the panoramic view of the landscape that 
stretches from Kedah Peak to the Straits of Ma-
lacca, and also as tourist attraction as well as rec-
reational center for art and cultural activities.

F or  e s t  i n  t h e  ci  t y
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You’re miles away from 
home. And missing your 
friends and family. Reach out 
for iTalk, Malaysia’s best sell-
ing prepaid calling card. 

iTalk is a traveller’s best 
friend. For the equivalent of pocket 
change, you can be on the phone to 
over 79 countries, telling everyone 
all about your vacation. Slip it in 
your wallet and carry it around – it 
won’t take up any space at all.

Now iTalk is slashing its rates to 
celebrate Malaysia’s independence. 
For an all-time low 3 sen, you can 
call Singapore and China. Calls to 
the US cost only 4 sen and Australia, 
5 sen! And as a Merdeka Bonus, you 
can call from mobile to any mobile 
anytime, anywhere within Malaysia 

for 8 sen. 
All rates are charged  per 20 

second basis. We won’t charge 
you for a full minute – unless 
you talk for a minute! 

iTalk is conveniently 
found in over 10,000 loca-
tions nationwide. So pick up 
the phone and get talking. 
These promotional rates 
will only last from July 16 
to September 15 2007

For more information, 
call us at 100 or visit www.tmonline.
com.my

S hare     tra   v el   tales    
from     as   low    as   3  sen 

n e w s  b i t s

A Thai Royal Presence: Thailand’s 
Crown Prince Maha Vajiralongkorn will at-
tend Malaysia’s 50th nationhood anniver-
sary on Aug 30 and 31, the Prime Minister’s 
Office announced in Bangkok.

He will be accompanied by his consort, 
Princess Srirasmi, and Prime Minister 
Surayud Chulanont.

A statement issued after a meeting 
chaired by Surayud in July to discuss his 
three visits to Malaysia, said Thai dignitar-
ies would attend several special events in 
conjunction with the Merdeka celebrations, 
including an exhibition on former and cur-
rent Malaysian prime ministers.

They would attend a banquet at the Is-
tana Negara and the Merdeka celebration 
at the Merdeka Stadium in Kuala Lumpur. 
Surayud will also attend the Langkawi In-
ternational Dialogue on Aug 5.

This is the first time that leaders from 
Thailand and other Indochinese countries 
have been invited to the dialogue which 
previously involved only Malaysian and Af-
rican countries. Surayud will also be present 
at the Malaysia-Thailand Annual Consulta-
tion in Penang on Aug 20-23. – Bernama 

9/11 Canine Hero Dies of Can-
cer: A black Labrador who became an 
American national canine hero after bur-
rowing through white-hot, smoking debris 
in search of survivors at the World Trade 
Center site died in New York July after a 
battle with cancer.

Owner Mary Flood had Jake put to sleep 

after a last stroll through the fields and a 
dip in the creek near their home in Oakley, 
Utah. He was in too much pain at the end, 
shaking with a 105-degree fever as he lay on 
the lawn.

The results of an autopsy on Jake’s can-
cer-riddled body will be part of a University 
of Pennsylvania medical study of Sept. 11 
search-and-rescue dogs.

Flood had adopted Jake as a 10-month-
old disabled puppy — abandoned on a street 
with a broken leg and a dislocated hip.

“But against all odds he became a world-
class rescue dog,” said Flood, a member 
of Utah Task Force 1, one of eight federal 
search-and-rescue teams that desperately 
looked for human remains at ground zero.

Sarawak Homestay: The Tourism 
Ministry has approved a RM2.4 million al-
location to further boost Sarawak’s home-
stay programme.

Sarawak Urban Development and Tour-
ism Minister Datuk Seri Wong Soon Koh 
said the federal funds would be used to 
improve homestay facilities throughout the 
state. Speaking when launching the “Home-
stay Website and Homestay Directory” 
recently, he said 12 villages with 118 par-
ticipants had registered for the homestay 
programme so far compared with only five 
villages when it was first mooted in 1996.

For details on Sarawak’s homestay pro-
gramme, visit www.right.sarawak.gov.
my/homestay or www.mudtour.sarawak.
gov.my. – Bernama
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DINING OUTLETS 
AT MAIN TERMINAL 
BUILDING

		
Level 5
► Asian Café	

► Travellers Bar	

► Kentucky Fried Chicken	

► Caffé Ritazza	

► Eden	

► McDonald’s 	

Level 4		
► Food Paradise 		
Level 3	           	
► Malaysian Wok/East 

Point Ritazza

► Delifrance Express

► Burger King 

► Nelson 

Level 2	       	
► Food Garden		
		

DINING OUTLETS AT 
SATELLITE BUILDING

PASSENGER LEVEL 

Focal Point 
► Tropical Lounge 

Towards Gates C11 - C17 
► Delifrance 

Towards Gates C21 - C27 
► Dome Cafe 

Towards Gates C31 - C37 
► Forrestier Bar 

MEZZANINE LEVEL

► Starbucks Coffee 

► Sbarro

► Burger King

► Rimba Jungle Café

► Cheers

► NÖÖÖdles House

		
DINING OUTLETS 
AT CONTACT PIER 
BUILDING

		

International		

► Harrods Café	

► Palms Grill & Bar

► 1901 Hot Dog

Domestic	

► Burger King & Asian

Station

► Cafe

	
FASHION & 
JEWELLERY AT MAIN 
TERMINAL BUILDING

		
Level 5		
► Sembonia Boutique

► Children Boutique

► Tie Rack

► Bonia Boutique

► Bonia Leatherwear

Level 3 	          	
► Just Nice Boutique

► D’Trends

	 	
FASHION & 
JEWELLERY  
AT SATELLITE 
BUILDING

Towards Gates C1-C6	
► Children Boutique

► Tie Rack

► Sportswear

► Multiple Fashion

Towards Gates C11-C17
► Gold City

► Habib Jewels

► ZAM Gems

► Imana Collection 

(Costume Jewellery )

Towards Gates C21-C27
► Multiple Brands

► Asean Fashion & 

Household Items 

► Gold Bazaar

- Gold City 

- ZAM Gems

- Selberan

► Leather & Travel

► Sunglasses

Towards Gates C31-C37
► Hermes

► Coach

► Mont Blanc

► Versace 

► Christian Dior

► Salvatore Ferragamo

► Mango

► Burberry

► Dunhill

► Guy Laroche

► Lacoste

LIQUOR, CIGARETTES, 
GIFTS, CHOCOLATES, 
COSMETICS & 
FRAGRANCES AT MAIN 
TERMNAL BUILDING

		
Level 5 	         
► Gifts & Souvenirs 

► Chocolate &  
Confectionery 

► Perfume & Cosmetics 	

► Pusrawi Pharmacy 

► Photo Processing 

► Gifts & Souvenirs

► The Body Shop

► Books & Magazine 

► Famous Amos

Level 3		
► Convenience Store

► a&b Florist Kiosk

► Chocolate &

Confectionery

International Arrivals
-Airside	
► Liquor & Cigarettes

► Chocolate &  

    Confectionery

► Perfumes & Cosmetics

Level 1		
► Convenience Store 	

LIQUOR, CIGARETTES, 
GIFTS, CHOCOLATES, 
COSMETICS & 
FRAGRANCES
AT SATELLITE 
BUILDING

TOWARDS Gates C1-C6
► Royal Selangor Pewter

► Books & Magazine 

► The Body Shop

► Guardian Pharmacy 

TOWARDS Gates C11-C17
► Emporium - Liquor, 

Cigarettes, Chocolate &

Confectionery

► Perfume Shop

► Malaysian Artworks

► Cosmetics & Beauty Center

► Made in Malaysia

TOWARDS Gates C21-C27
► harrods

► Liquor & Cigarettes

► Electrical & Electronics

► Sony

► Gifts & Souvenirs

► Chocolate &

Confectionery

► Music & Video

► Gifts & Souvenirs 

- Antique Shop

► Made in Malaysia

TOWARDS Gates C31-C37

► Perfume & Cosmetics

► Cigarettes

► Liquor

► Godiva

► Cigar

LIQUOR, CIGARETTES, 
GIFTS, CHOCOLATES, 
COSMETICS & 
FRAGRANCES
AT CONTACT PIER 
BUILDING

International

► Harrods

► Gifts & Souvenirs 		

Domestic

► The Flying Emporium

► Famous Amos

► Convenience Store
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DE VILLE 
HOUR VIS ION 

The De Ville Hour Vision movement, 
which “propels OMEGA to a different 
level in watchmaking”, was intro-
duced in Kuala Lumpur last month. 
The in-house manufactured calibres 
features 202 new components and 
ensures that “OMEGA remains as the 
vanguard in the horology arena,” 
David Ponzo, OMEGA Vice-President 
South-East Asia, told a gathering of 
loyal Omega customers and distin-
guished members of society.

D at u k  D r  W e e  a nd   R e y m e e  M o h a m e d  H u s s e i n , 

t h e  C h i e f  F e s t i va l  D i r e c t o r  at  t h e  l a u n c h

MORE than 50 top local, regional and Interna-
tional artistes and performing arts groups from 
around the world will converge in the Klang Val-
ley for “LIVE & LOUD KL 07” from Nov 23 to Dec 2, 
2007. To be held at outdoor and indoor venues, 
the 10-day musical extravaganza is expected to 
confirm Malaysia as a top destination for music 
and entertainment-based tourism, says Datuk 
Dr Victor Wee, Ministry of Tourism Secretary 
General, at the launch ealier this month.  

Musical 

ex travaganza

P e n s o n i c 

f o u nd  e r /

g r o u p 

e x e c u t i v e 

c h a i r m a n 

D at o  S e r i 

CHE   W  W e ng  

K h a k  ( b a c k 

r o w ,  t h i r d  f r o m 

l e f t )  w i t h 

c o m pa n y 

o f f i c i a l s 

a nd   g u e s t s .

Penang-based home appli-
ance manufacturer Pensonic 
Holdings kicked off its 25th An-
niversary celebrations on July 

2 at the Westin Hotel in Kuala 
Lumpur by announcing a series 
of events and activities that will 
be rolled out over 25 weeks.

pensonic 

25th birthday

c l o c k w i s e , 

FR  O M  LEFT    : 

s e r e n a  c , 

n o r y n  a z i z 

&  f r a n k  l o w ; 

B e r n a r d  Ta n 

&  C h e r m a i n e 

P o o ;  a nd  

Ad  e l i n e 

C h o o .

In line with the launch of the 
“ORIS Dizzy Gillespie Limited 
Edition Jazz Watch”, ORIS treated 
guests to a spectacular evening 
with jazz sensation Noryn Aziz 
last month. Every year since 
1992, ORIS has paid tribute to 
some of jazz’s most famous 

names like Andy Sheppard, 
John McLaughlin, Louis Arm-
strong, Miles Davis and Frank 
Sinatra. This year, ORIS picked a 
man that revolutionised the jazz 
scene with his unique sounds, 
the father of be-bop and mod-
ern jazz – Dizzy Gillespie.

‘ DIZZY     ’ o r i s  n i g h t

P o nz  o  ( l e f t )  &  Ta n  S r i 

F r a n c i s  Y e o h

D at o ’ F r a n c i s  S e w  ( l e f t )  

&  B o u dv  i l l e

D at o ’ R ay m o nd   L i e w  & 

D at i n  Y u l  S h i n  L i e w

( F r o m  l e f t )  J o s e p h  B o u dv i l l e, D av i d  P o nz o  &  K e y  S o o n  Y u e
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u s e f u l  c o n t a c t  n u m b e r s

AIRLINE       S

Malaysia Airlines  1300 88 3000, 603 8776 4712/

	            64731, 603 8787 4672 

Air Asia 	            1300 88 9933, 603 8660 4333 

Air China 603 8787 1775 • Air India 603 8787 3225 • Air 
Mauritius 603 2144 3099/29161 • Austrian Airlines 603 8776 

6305 • Biman Bangladesh 603 8776 4770 • Cargolux 603 

8787 3343 • Cathay Pacific 603 8787 2818 • China Airlines 

603 8787 4635/4637 • China Eastern 603 8787 2588 • China 
Southern 603 8787 2858/68/98 • Emirates Airlines 603 8787 

3831 • Eva Airways  603 8776 6233 • Federal Express Corp 
603 8778 8338 • Garuda Indonesia 603 8787 4064/66 • Gulf 
Air 603 8787 3703/764775 • Indian Airlines 603 8776 4787 • 
Iran Air 603 8787 3722 • Japan Airlines 603 8787 1110 • Jet 
Airways 603 8776 6149 • Klm Royal Dutch 603 8776 6260 

• Korean Airlines 603 8787 3466 • Lion Air 603 8776 6081 

• Lufthansa 603 8776 6391 • Merpati Nusantara 603 8776 

5204 • Myanmar Airways Intl 603 8776 6380 • Pakistan 
Intl Airlines 603 2142 5444 • Qatar Airways 603 8776 6251 

• Royal Brunei 603 8787 3662/64 • Royal Nepal 603 4045 

6255 • Saudi Arabian Airlines 603 8776 6329 • Shenzhen 
Air 603 8776 4619 • Singapore Airlines 87766430 • Sri 
Lanka Airlines 603 2143 3353.

T O URI   S M  O FFICE     S

Tourism Malaysia head office 603 2615 8188 • Tourism 
Infoline 1300 88 5050 • Perlis office 604 9781 235/9781 

213 • Kedah office 604 730 1322/731 2322 • Penang 
office 604 261 0058/264 3494 • Perak office 605 255 1012 

• Malacca office 606 288 1549/288 3785 • Johor office 607 

222 3590/222 3591 • Pahang office 609 517 7111/7113/7115 

• Terengganu office 609 622 1433/622 1893 • Kelantan 
office 609 747 7554 • Negri Sembilan office 606 763 

5388/762 2388 • Sabah office 6088 211 732/248 698/242 

064 • Sarawak office 6082 246 575/246 775

TAXI    S 

Airport Limo & Taxi Service 603 9223 8080, 03 9223 8949 

(Booking Centre); 603 8787 3675 (KLIA Counter) • Comfort 
Taxi 603 8024 2727 • Eco Transit 603 5512 2266 • Hotline 
Radio Taxi 603 2095 3399 • KL Taxi 603 9221 4241• Oriental 
Radio Taxi 603 2694 4718 • Persatuan Radio Teksi Selangor 
& Wilayah Persekutuan 603 2693 6211 • Public Cab - Maxi 
Cab 603 6259 2020 • Radio Taxi 603 9221 7600 • Saujana 
Teksi 603 2162 8888 • Sunlight Radio Taxi 603 9057 1111/03 

9058 9986 • Supercab 603 2095 3399 • SW Radio Taxis 603 

2693 6211 • TeleCab 603 4042 1019 • UpTown Ace SuperCab 

603 983 2333 • Wira Cab 603 2144 3630 

B U S / RAIL  

Transnasional Express Bus 603 2070 5044 • Keretapi Tanah 
Melayu (Malayan Railway) 603 2267 1200 • KLIA Express 603 
2267 8000 • KL Monorail  603 2267 9888 • Putra/Star LRT 
1800 388 228 

CAR    RENTAL      

Hertz Rent-A-Car 603 2148 6433 • Avis Rent-A-Car 603 
8787 4087 • Budget 1800 80 1563 • Executive Chauffeurs 
Malaysia 603 2710 5696 (24-hour Reservations Centre) • 
Advantage Car Rentals 603 2142 5855 • Calio Car Rentals & 
Limousine Service 607 223 3325 • Enesty Hire & Drive 603 
7984 7535 • Extra Rent-A-Car (Borneo Rendez Vous) 6088 
21 8160 • Hawk Rent A Car 603 2164 6455 • Insas Pacific 
Rent-A-Car  603 2287 0131 • Kinabalu Rent-A-Car 6088 
23 2602, 6088 23 2603 • Kasina Rent-A-Car 603 8787 1739 • 
Mayflower Car Rental 603 6252 1888 • Orix Car Rentals 603 
8787 4294  • Popular Rent-A-Car 604 657 6510/604-8812364 
•  SMAS Rent A Car 603 2080 5066 • Smile Tour Rent A Car 
Sdn Bhd 604-8812839

H O S P ITAL    S

Ampang Puteri Specialist Hospital 603 4270 2500 • Assunta 
Hospital 603 7782 3433 • Damansara Specialist Center 603 
7722 2692 • Gleneagles Intan Medical Centre 603 4257 
1300  • Institut Jantung Negara  National Heart Institute  
603 2617 8200  Kelana Jaya Medical Centre 603 7805 2111• 
Pantai Group of Hospitals: Pantai Medical Centre 603 2296 
0888; Pantai Mutiara Hospital 604 643 3888, 604 643 8799 • 
Penang Adventist Hospital  604 226 1133 • Perak Chinese 
Maternity Hospital  605 254 8918 • Selangor Medical 
Centre 603 5543 1111 • Subang Jaya Medical Centre  603 
5634 1212 • Tawakal Medical Center 603 4023 3599 • Tung 
Shin Hospital 603 2072 1655

EMERGENCIE          S 

Kuala Lumpur Tourist Police 603 2166 8322 • Ambulance/
Police 999 • Fire and Rescue Department 994 

AIR   P O RT  / RAILWAY        S TATI    O N

KL Sentral 603 2279 8888 • KLIA 603 8776 2000 

CINEMA      S

Cathay Cineplexes http://www.cathaycineplexes.com.my 
• Cineleisure Damansara  03 7727 8051 (Hotline)  • DiGi 
IMAX Theatre - 3D  03 2117 3046 (ticket reservation hotline) 
• Golden Screen Cinemas 03 8312 3456 • MBO Cinemas 
03 4270 1938  •  Smile Theaters 03 7958 8119  • Tanjong 
Golden Village TGV 603 7492 2929 (Klang Valley)
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t a k e  h o m e

A  B IT  e  O F  MALAY     S IA

C h i n e s e  F r i e d  R i c e 
a l a  M a l ay s i a

INGREDIENT          S
2 plates cooked white rice ► 1 cup de-
shelled fresh prawns/shrimps ► 1 cup 
thinly-sliced chicken fillet (pre-cooked) ► 
1 cup sliced cabbage or peas or half cup 
thinly-sliced carrots ► 4 eggs (beaten) ► 
5 pounded red chillies ► 3 thinly-sliced 
small red onions  (optional) ► 3 thinly-
sliced garlic ► 1 thinly-sliced stick spring 
onion ► Salt (to taste)

METH    O D
Heat oil and fry onion, garlic and then the 
pounded chillies.  Add in the chicken meat 
and then the prawns.  Add in the vegeta-
bels.  Let simmer on low heat for about five 
minutes. Add the beaten eggs. Stir mixture. 
Add in the rice., mix it well with mixture. 
Add i salt. Then, the sliced spring onion.  
Serve hot. 

H E A L T H  M A T T E RS  B Y  D R  RI  D Z W A N  B A K A R

A ugust is a traditionally busy month for many 
countries as far as  celebrating nationhood is 
concerned. At least 19 countries celebrate their 

independence days during this month. 
Malaysia is no exception and August 31  carries an 

added significance this year as it marks 50 years of exist-
ence for Malaysia. So if you happen to be in the country 
round about this time, watch out for the myriad of ac-
tivities held to celebrate this occasion.

From the health viewpoint, Malaysia has made tre-
mendous strides in terms of healthcare delivery.  Today, 
it has one of the lowest infant and maternal mortality 
rates in the world for developing countries. These indi-
ces are often used to indicate the level of how success-
ful a country has managed to deliver healthcare to its 
citizens.

As a visitor to this country, you might want to ac-
quaint yourself to the various facilities available. While 
we wish that your visit will be pleasant and illness-free, 
should (in the unfortunate event) you fall ill and need 
to visit the doctor, it will be worthwhile to know where 
to go.

Malaysia has a dual healthcare delivery system – pub-
lic and private. This means that, as a visitor, you have a 
choice of either using the public hospitals which  are gov-
ernment-run, or, using the numerous stand-alone private 
clinics and private hospitals found in every town. 

As in most government-run facility in most countries, 
waiting times are long although charges are very rea-
sonable as they are subsidised. Private clinics and hospi-
tals offer almost immediate service at higher prices but 
certainly affordable when compared to other countries. 
All hospitals, public or private, have 24-hour emergency 
departments which are capable of offering immediate 
treatment.

The level of medical care is excellent for many rea-
sons, amongst which includes the fact that the staff are 

English-speaking, the doctors trained to established 
Western standards and the facilities accredited by na-
tional and international bodies.

What do you need to do should you unfortunately 
fall ill?

In a major emergency, you have several options:
Dial 999 on a land-line
Dial 112 on a mobile phone.
Get advice from the hotel concierge or anyone handy 

as to the nearest hospital, private or public. All hospitals 
have an emergency unit and early treatment is impor-
tant so the nearest hospital matters.

If the ailment is not so major, just walk in to any of 
the private primary-care clinics, some of which are open 
24 hours. There you will be seen almost immediately by 
the doctor and if the necessity arises, onward referral to 
a hospital can be arranged. A consultation with the doc-
tor plus medications (usually supplied in-house, thus 
saving a trip to the pharmacy) should not cost more 
than 100 ringgit, but be prepared to pay out-of-pocket 
as most do not accept third-party payers who  issue 
health-cards.

Here are some additional tips:
Private clinics accept cash as payment. Only some ac-

cept credit-cards, so do enquire beforehand.
Private hospitals, especially the larger ones also ac-

cept international health insurance cards like BUPA, AIU 
and AXA, in which case all payments will be taken care 
of, upon confirmation.

If planning an admission to any hospital, try to en-
quire before arrival that there is a vacancy, as occupancy 
rates tend to maximal especially in the more established 

private hospitals.
If planning a major proce-

dure or surgery, it is your right 
to enquire in detail and request 
for additional opinions if neces-
sary. As the standard of health-
care is high, often there is no need to do so.

You may also request for cost estimates prior to the 
service being provided. Do not be too surprised that 
the rates appear low, as Malaysia has one of the most af-
fordable healthcare services in the region. This does not 
necessarily imply inferior quality of service but largely 
reflects the lower fixed costs, like wages, utilities and 
rentals.

Malaysia also offers excellent consumer-friendly 
services in other healthcare-related areas as well. Got 
a toothache? Just get to the nearest private dental sur-
geon and an immediate appointment can be given. The 
charges are very reasonable compared to Western clin-
ics and the results are as good. In fact, more and more 
visitors from the Middle East and Europe are finding to 
their delight that the cost and standard of treatment are 
excellent, be it root-canal therapy or dental implant.

Lost your contact-lens? No problem – just walk in to 
any optician’s and they will replace it without the hassle 
of seeing an optometrist /ophthalmologist first to get 
a prescription.

Here’s wishing you an enjoyable healthy stay in Ma-
laysia  with the peace of mind of knowing that should 
illness strike, you are in good hands!

Dr Ridzwan Bakar, FRCP FACC, is a cardiologist by profession. He is 
the Immediate Past President of the Asian Hospital Federation as 
well as the Malaysian Private Hospital Association. Based in Kuala 
Lumpur, he has been to many parts of the world looking at health-
care facilities and is convinced that Malaysia has one of the highest 
standards of healthcare delivery.

E-mail: drbakar@pop.jaring.my    

HA  V E  MALAY    S IA  , 

WILL     TRA   V EL




